
BERKELEY DAILY GAZETTE 


Capital Memo 

Gives Picture 

- *1 

There 

(Editor’s Note: So the Be ) 
‘ ‘ : reac 


in the Berkeley High School Com- 
munity Theater beginning at 8 p.m. 

Upshot of the hearing may be 
selection of a route by the city for 
recommendation to the State Di- 
vision of Highways. The recom- 
mendation is not binding, but it 
has been pointed out that the State 
is sensitive to the opinion of the 
municipality through which a free- 
way is to run. 

Controversy over the freeway 
plan is . not new. When the issue 
of declaring Ashby Ave, a freeway 
from East Shote Highway to Ma- 
bel St. came before the City Coun- 
cil in April, 1950, there was strong 
opposition. However* the section 
was declared a freeway by a split 
vote of the Council. 

Ashby Ave. was declared a State 
highway in 1935 to qualify for 
State gas' tax funds for. improve- 
ments. 

The proposed freeway under any 
of the proposed plans would be 
four lanes with eventual plans call- 
ing for six laneSi 


favored Route, 4 
Alternates on 
These Pages 


Traffic on those streets would go 
over the freeway. 

Two freeway overpasses would 
be constructed at Claremont Ave. 
and Domingo Ave., and traffic on 
those two streets would go under 
the freeway. 

Cost of Plan A-l is the lowest 
estimated of those submitted to the 
State, $14,200,000. Most expensive 
of the plans is B, which would cost 
an estimated $15,400,000. 

Bitter opposition has been 
stirred by the freeway proposal. 
Property owners, home owners and 
business men in the Elmwood- 
Claremont area have joined forces 
to fight any freeway over, Ashby 
Ave. i 

A meeting of the Claremont Im- 
provement Club, to which all in- 
terested persons are invited, has 
been called for Monday night at 8 
p.m. at the clubhouse, 214 Hill- 
crest Rd. 

Members of the Berkeley Cham- 
ber of Commerce will hold a meet- 
ing March 27 at Hotel Shattuck 
beginning at 4 p.m. on the freeway 
issue. The membership will later 
ballot to determine what stand 
the Chamber will take on the 


ley Gazette can provide 
with the complete picture in c 
with the 


nection with the controver 
proposed Ashby Ave. Free : 


By TOM WHEELER 

Five possible routes for a pro- 
posed east-west freeway through 
Berkeley are outlined in a report 
by the Berkeley Public Works De- 
partment to the State Division of 
Highways. 

Maps of the five routes are 
shown on this page and opposite 
on Page 10. 

The route recommended by the 
Public Works Department is A-l, 
with second choice for A. The two 
routes are commonly called the 
Ashby Ave. freeway routes 2nd 
are being bitterly opposed by resi- 
dents in the affected areas. 

Average cost of the routes runs 
abo.Ut $15,000,000. The State would 
finance and build the immense 
project. 

Under Plan A-l, both Russell St. 
and Ashby Ave. would become one- 
way streets, servicing the free- 
way . -.Un d erpasses would be estab- 


Henry C. MacArthur of Cap 
News Service, Sacramento, 
asked to make inquiries as 
'plans and preparations on 
State level. The following 
MacArthurfs ’’memo” explain 
the position of the State High t 
Departmnt in connction with 
proposed freeway.) 


With regard to Ashby Ave. Fi 
way, J. W. Vickrey, assistant S' 
highway engineer in charge 
planning, gives the following 
formation : 

The department itself has d 
little work on Ashby Ave. 
none is contemplated on the p 
ect as a whole. Construction 
the freeway is not in sight tin 


COSTS AND RIGHT OF WAY DATA 
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FREEWAY -STATE ROUTE 206 

LINE “A," 

- PREPARED BY 
CITY OF BERKELEY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
. ENGINEERING DIVISION 
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known as the “lawyer 1 of the rock’* 
when he won freedom for himielf 
and other prisoners at Alcatraz 
penitentiary, said today he WOtild 
. defend' himself agaiiist a new in- 
dicement. ’ 

A Federal grand jury Indicted 
Wright on charges of possessing 'a 
'sawed-off shotgun and transport- 
ing a stolen car. 

Wright studied law when he 
spent 18 years, in Alcatra2 for 
stealing $2.43 Worth of stamps 
from a post office, and subse- 
quently won his own and the freer 
dom of several other prisoners. 

Serra Club Speaker 

Rev, Joseph McDonald will be 
the guest speaker at the regular 
luncheon meeting of the Serra 
Club of Oakland to be held at the 
Athens- Club tomorrow at 12:15 
p.m. 

Father McDonald will speak on 
i "The Irish Columbian Mission- 
aries," according to First Vice 
t-j President F. D. Courneen, program 
i chairman. . ■ 


the State Highway Commission for 
designation of the route to be fol- 
lowed. When the highway commis- 
adopts the route, then the di- 


sion adopts the route, Tnen me iu- 
vision proceeds with acquiring 
rights of way and construction. 


(Actually, the route the division 
wants usually is the route ap- 
proved. You no doubt heard about 


of-way before they are made, and However, there are improve- 
these particular parcels have been ments to ma( je at the juncture 
approved. Vickrey had no descrip- of Ashby Ave. and East Shore 
tion of the parcels, but said they p r eeway. Some sort of an inter- 
could be obtained from Col. chan g e pi ann ed, which will cost 
Skeggs’ office, district engineer. approximately $500,000. 
BERKELEY’S SHARE There are four of these inter- 

The funds used for the purchase c h an ges. to be built on the East 
of the rights-of-way were funds shore freeway, three of them in 
left -over from Berkeley’s share Berkeley. The first Will be adver- 
of the ol'd , quarter cent gas tax t ,sed S00 n, and will be located at 
money given cities for construe- the foot of Powell St., Emeryville, 
tion, maintenance and purchase of The Ashby interchange is second 
rights-of-way within city limits. an d w ni he constructed, or adver- 
This law was repealed in 1947, but tised from 1953-54 budget funds, 
when the law Was repealed there The other two in order, are at the 
was a provision therein which re- foot of Gilman St. and the foot of 
quired the cities to spend the money University Ave. The interchange 
for the purpose for which it origi- program, Vickrey says, is to be 
nally was intended. As there are completed by 1956 under present 
only three State highways in highway financing plans. 


the row in El Monte, where the 
City Council wanted a certain 
route and highways insisted on 
another.) 

EXPENSIVE PROJECT 

Vickrey says the division really 
will be up against the gun when it 


knows where the freeway has to go, 
between the East Shore Highway, 
and San Pablo, and consequently, 
approved the acquisitions. 


of San Pablo Ave. When I asked 


t he Ashby Av e. interch ange wil l 
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arrived at- the common conclusion that the existing Ashby Ave.- 
Tunnel Road route is inadequate for even the present— let 
alone the future — traffic loads which will use it. The proposed' 
freeway* to he financed with State funds, probably would be the 
"depressed” type, probably 20 feet below the surface, and 
North-South traffic* on such major routes as Telegraph and 


on one of the four routes, shown here. Alternate 
depicted by broken lines. Two of the routes, Altet 
Alternate A-l, at top, follow generally the present 
highway link. The second’ route would take out th 
the block between Russell St. and Ashby Ave. bet 
mento St. and College Ave. In any case jthe fee 
take out a section, about 150 feet wkfe and its ■ 


Four alternate routes for the proposed freeway between the East 
Shore Freeway and Tunnel Road, as depicted by . the Engineer- 
ing Division of- the Berkeley Department of Public Works, are 
'shown here. The route was designated as a State highway in 
1935 (State Highway Route 206) and studies made by both 


the State Diyision of Highways arid the city of Berkeley have I College Aves. would be bridged over it. A tunnel is proposed 











ALTERNATE CX//^ 
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the common conclusion that the existing Ashby Ave.- 
inadequate for even the present— let 


•would mean elimination of an undetermined number of resi- 
dential and building -properties. Cost of the project would 
range from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000 and more than half 
the total would be for right-of-way, it is estimated. No final de- 
cision has' been reached on any of the routes but the matter has 
been brought up with the hope of arriving at a local solution 


in one of the four routes. shown here, Alternate B,' at right, 
lepicted by broken lines. Two of the routes. Alternate A and 
Utemate A-l, at top, follow generally the present Ashby Ave. 
lighway link. The second route would take out the middle of 
he block between Russell St. and Ashby Ave. between Sacra- 
nento St. and College Ave. In any case the freeway would 
ake out a section about 150 feet wide and its construction 


oad route is inadequate for even the present— let 
future — traffic loads which will use it. The. proposed 
o be financed with State funds, probably would be the 
1” type, probably 20 feet below the surf aOe, and 
ith traffic? on such major routes as Telegraph and 
,ves. would be bridged over' it. A tunnel is proposed 


to the problem. 





